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Oak Cliff, Dallas 

 

Historic character, independent spirit & one of Dallas’s most distinctive neighborhoods 

If you’re looking for a part of Dallas with personality, history, architecture and a genuine 

neighborhood feel, Oak Cliff deserves a close look. Located just southwest of Downtown Dallas 

across the Trinity River, Oak Cliff has a character that feels distinctly different from many of 

Dallas’s newer, more polished neighborhoods. 

And one of the first things to understand is that Oak Cliff is much bigger and more diverse than 

Bishop Arts. Bishop Arts is one small, walkable destination within the larger Oak Cliff area. 

Depending on where you are, Oak Cliff can feel urban and energetic, historic and residential, 

wooded and secluded, or more suburban. 

 

   A Little History Goes a Long Way 

 

Oak Cliff actually began as its own city. It incorporated in 1890 and was annexed by Dallas in 

1903. Being physically separated from Dallas by the Trinity River helped Oak Cliff develop a 

strong independent identity that it still maintains today. 

Streetcars played a major role in its early development, particularly along Jefferson Boulevard. 

By the early 20th century, Jefferson had become the commercial and social center of Oak Cliff, 

surrounded by residential neighborhoods that are still recognizable today. 

That history is one of Oak Cliff's greatest assets. You’ll find beautiful older homes, mature trees, 

historic streetscapes and neighborhoods that simply don't look or feel like much of the rest of 

Dallas. 
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           The Neighborhoods Are Very Different 

 

This is probably the most important thing to know about Oak Cliff if you're considering buying 

there. 

Winnetka Heights 

One of Oak Cliff's best-known historic neighborhoods, Winnetka Heights is filled with early-

20th-century homes, large front porches, mature trees and beautiful streets. It became Dallas's 

sixth designated historic district in 1981. 

Kessler Park 

Kessler Park is known for its rolling terrain, winding streets, enormous trees and distinctive 

homes. It has a quieter, more established feel while remaining remarkably close to Downtown 

and Bishop Arts. 

Stevens Park 

A beautiful, established neighborhood near Kessler Park with a strong residential feel, mature 

landscaping and proximity to Stevens Park Golf Course. 

Bishop Arts 

This is Oak Cliff's best-known entertainment district. It's compact, walkable and filled with 

restaurants, coffee shops, boutiques, galleries, bars and locally owned businesses. 

North Oak Cliff 

The area closest to Downtown and Bishop Arts has experienced substantial redevelopment, 

with new apartments, townhomes and mixed-use projects appearing alongside older homes 

and businesses. 

Sunset, Elmwood & other Oak Cliff neighborhoods 

As you move farther south and west, the architecture, housing prices, lot sizes and overall feel 

can change considerably. This is why it is important to evaluate the specific neighborhood—and 

sometimes even the specific block—rather than simply saying "Oak Cliff." 
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     Food Is a Major Part of the Appeal 

Oak Cliff has developed one of Dallas's most interesting independent restaurant scenes. 

Bishop Arts is the obvious center of attention, but the food culture extends well beyond Bishop 

Avenue. You'll find everything from Mexican and Latin American food to Italian, Mediterranean, 

coffee shops, bakeries, cocktail bars and chef-driven restaurants. 

For example, Paradiso, Elia Greek Tavern and Encina are among the places that contribute to the 

area's restaurant scene. 

Coffee is another Oak Cliff tradition. Oak Cliff Coffee Roasters and Davis Street Espresso are 

examples of the independent businesses that give the area its neighborhood character. 

 

      It's Creative Without Trying Too Hard 

 

One of Oak Cliff's biggest attractions is its independent spirit. 

You don't get the same feeling of a master-planned or corporate neighborhood that you might 

find in some newer parts of Dallas. There are old storefronts, renovated bungalows, local artists, 

small businesses, eclectic shops and restaurants that give the area a distinctly individual 

personality. 

Bishop Arts in particular is known for boutiques, antiques, art, specialty shops and locally 

owned restaurants. 

 

       Nature Is Surprisingly Close 

Oak Cliff isn't just about restaurants and historic homes. 

The area has access to parks, trails and natural spaces, including the Oak Cliff Nature Preserve. 

For people who enjoy walking, cycling, golf or simply having mature trees and green space 

nearby, some parts of Oak Cliff offer a surprisingly peaceful urban lifestyle. 
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         Location Is a Big Advantage 

One of Oak Cliff's biggest selling points is proximity. 

You can be close to Downtown Dallas, the Dallas Design District, Bishop Arts, the Trinity River 

corridor and other central Dallas destinations without living in a high-rise or a dense urban 

environment. 

That combination—older homes, yards, trees and neighborhood streets while still being close to 

Downtown—is a big part of Oak Cliff's appeal. 

 

           Getting Around 

The area has access to Dallas Area Rapid Transit and the streetcar connects the Bishop Arts area 

with Downtown Dallas. 

For many residents, however, a car is still the most convenient way to get around, particularly if 

you're living outside the most walkable parts of North Oak Cliff. 

 

        What Buyers Should Know 

Oak Cliff can offer something that is becoming harder to find close to Downtown: character 

homes with yards and mature trees. 

But buyers need to do their homework. 

Older homes can mean older plumbing, electrical systems, foundations, roofs, windows and 

HVAC systems. Historic districts may also have restrictions regarding renovations and exterior 

changes. 

 

And because Oak Cliff is so geographically and economically diverse, home values can vary 

dramatically from one neighborhood to another. 

 



 
 

CLAIRE ST.PIERRE REALTY 
214-745-9080 

stpierrecc@hotmail.com 

Don't judge the entire area based on one visit to Bishop Arts—or one drive through another 

part of Oak Cliff. 

 

    An Area That Continues to Evolve 

Oak Cliff is in the middle of an ongoing transformation. 

 

Bishop Arts has become a major Dallas destination, new residential development continues to 

arrive, and formerly overlooked properties have been renovated or redeveloped. 

 

That growth brings opportunity, but it also creates conversations about affordability, 

preservation and maintaining the character that made Oak Cliff attractive in the first place. The 

redevelopment of North Oak Cliff has been particularly noticeable. 

 

For homeowners, this makes Oak Cliff particularly interesting because you're buying into an 

area with history and established neighborhoods on one side, and continued investment and 

redevelopment on the other. 

 

     The Oak Cliff Personality 

Perhaps the best way to describe Oak Cliff is: 

Independent. Historic. Eclectic. Neighborly. Creative. Great music venues. Famous Movie 

Theatre. Wonderful Food. Beautiful Parks and Topography. 

It doesn't feel like a neighborhood designed yesterday. It has layers. 

You can have coffee in Bishop Arts, walk through a century-old neighborhood, admire a 

beautifully restored Craftsman, hike through a nature preserve, grab dinner at an independent 

restaurant and be downtown within minutes. 
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That's the magic of Oak Cliff. 

 

The Bottom Line  ….    Oak Cliff is a great fit for someone who wants: 

• Character instead of cookie-cutter 

• Historic homes and mature trees 

• Independent restaurants, great entertainment and local businesses 

• A strong neighborhood identity 

• Easy access to Downtown Dallas 

• Walkability in certain pockets 

• A mix of established and emerging neighborhoods 

• More architectural variety than many newer Dallas areas 

The biggest thing to remember: Oak Cliff isn't one market. Winnetka Heights, Kessler Park, 

Stevens Park, Bishop Arts, Elmwood and other Oak Cliff neighborhoods can feel—and price—

very differently. 

For anyone considering buying in Oak Cliff, the best approach is to explore the individual 

neighborhoods and understand what makes each one special. 

 

Be sure to check out these few sites for more great information and entertainment: 

Heritage Oak Cliff        https://heritageoakcliff.org/Neighborhood-Resources  

Dallas Zoo                     https://www.dallaszoo.com/#gref 

The Kessler                   https://thekessler.org 
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